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Solidarity Message to the International Civil Society Forum for Peace for
the 35th Anniversary of the closure of the Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site

29th August 2026

| send greetings from the Nuclear Truth Project to friends gathered at the International Civil Society
Forum for Peace in Semey, Qazaqgstan.

My name is Dimity Hawkins, the Program Coordinator for the Nuclear Truth Project. | am honoured to
join you in celebrating the important anniversary, marking 35 years since the closure of the
Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Site, as well as the International Day against Nuclear Tests.

Especially in a world of rising nuclear threats, fragile and changing security politics, and compounding
harms from more than eight decades of nuclear violence, it is important to pause and to recognise the
extraordinary moment that took place 35 years ago with the closure of the test site in Semey.

After years of sustained protest, growing international solidarity and grass roots advocacy, decades of
nuclear testing was brought to a close on August 29, 1991. | was just a young woman at that time, but |
still remember the reverberations across the world at this great news. Here in our region, nuclear
testing continued for a further 5 years — so the example set by the People of Qazagstan meant a lot to
me as a young activist.

Hundreds of thousands of lives had been impacted by the Soviet nuclear test program which began in
1949. Lands contaminated. Bodies harmed. And the generations since still live with the legacies.

The closure was not simply a government decree; it was a victory won by the voices of ordinary citizens,
scientists, and activists who refused to stay silent.

Today, the world honours that legacy of civic courage. It reminds us that organized citizens can shape
the fate of nations, Qazagstan’s choice to renounce nuclear weapons and shut down testing forever
stands as a great example of moral leadership for the world.

The work for nuclear justice goes on. It is best led by nuclear affected communities — those survivors and
intergenerational voices who call for transparency, accountability and remediation. Through
international solidarity, we continue to show that civil society has the power to change history. To take
back our lives from the cold grasp of nuclear violence. And to create a world free from nuclear weapons.

We are sure that today your gathering for the International Civil Society Forum for Peace will bring a
sense of hope, raise expectations for action, and renew global determination for a safer world for
generations to come. We stand with you in solidarity.



